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CURBING OF ROAD ACCIDENTS
Have you wondered why road accidents are increasing daily despite all the efforts being put in place to curb them? Whereas some accidents are minor, others are fatal. Road accidents can be attributed to either mechanical errors or human errors. Some mechanical errors arise from the vehicle's poor state, poor road conditions, and bad weather conditions. Human errors include speeding, drunk-driving, and the use of cell phones while driving.
A vehicle that is not well maintained is a hazard on the road. The braking system plays a significant role in the car's movement, whether driving in the countryside or busy traffic. While driving in the countryside, you may unexpectedly come across an animal crossing the road. In this case, you will have to brake to avoid hitting the animal. In heavy traffic, you will need to start and stop with the traffic flow to prevent nose to tail accidents. If the vehicle's braking system does not work correctly, all these will not be possible, and therefore you will cause accidents.
Non-well-maintained roads are a headache for drivers. Some streets have many potholes, and others do not have markings. As much as drivers will try to evade the potholes, they will find themselves on the wrong side of the road. Driving on roads where markings have faded is equally calamitous. If bumps and zebra crossings are not visible to drivers, accidents are inevitable.
Driving under adverse weather conditions is one challenging task. Heavy fog reduces the driver's vision as well as heavy downpours. Even though the vehicle might be in good condition, these weather aspects make the exercise rather challenging. Wet roads increase the probability of the car to skid. Fog lights will not help in case of heavy fog too.
We all very well know that speed kills. We may engage in speed driving to make it to our destinations in time. In the process, we put ourselves in a situation where we might not even make it to where we are going. Due to some delays caused by traffic, we eventually find ourselves over speeding to compensate for lost time. In the process, we lose control of the vehicle where it might veer off the road, overturn, roll severally, or hit something. It is also challenging to control a speeding car that has had a tire burst.
Driving under the influence of alcohol is another costly habit. Alcohol impairs the judgment of the driver. Without proper review, drivers will find themselves doing a lot of incorrect driving like over speeding, careless overtaking, and the inability to read indicator signs on other vehicles. A drunk driver will also find it very difficult to react quickly to occurrences on the road. They will also be unable to firmly steer the vehicle while keeping to the right side of driving. All of these will result in accidents.
The use of cell phones while driving is one menacing behavior. Some people will argue that it is possible to use a cell phone while driving. They will call this multi-tasking. However, such practice is hazardous because it affects our selective attention. We cannot effectively focus on the road and reply to texts on our cell phones or even pick calls. The brain will be switching from the road to the cell phone, too often reducing our ability to read driving signs correctly and act and react in a good time. Without any doubt, we will find ourselves causing accidents.
As much as road accidents can be attributed to conditions beyond our control, we can see that those aspects within our control will continue to put us in very difficult situations if we do not take a keen look at them. We will have our vehicles regularly serviced and good roads, yet if we will not cut out drinking and driving and using the cell phone while driving, we will take a very long time to curb road accidents. It is very simple to curb drunk driving; just get someone who is not drunk to drive you home. The use of hands-free devices will also enable us to become good drivers. If the message is too urgent, pull off the road and take it. You will be safe.

